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Rebirth of a Lodgepole Pine Forest 

Aerial view in 2012 of area where the Gilead Fire burned northwest of Buffalo, 

some of which was within the Bud Love Wildlife Habitat Management Area.  

Lodgepole seedlings sprout among the charred 

trees that produced the seed source cones.  

 In August and September of 2012 the Gilead Fire burned over 8,000 acres 
of grassland and forest habitat northwest of Buffalo including a substantial amount 
of lodgepole pine forest.  Just three years later the forest is returning with new lodge-
pole pine seedlings established.  Lodgepole pine have serotinous cones that require 
fire to open the cone so the seed can begin to grow. 

Close up of the lodgepole seedlings in the Gilead 

Fire area near Buffalo in September 2015.   


